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WHO CAN APPLY FOR A GRANT?

Values and mission alignment: NDN Changemaker Fellowship provides support to Indigenous
peoples (individuals) whose work, goals and intentions align with the NDN mission, values,
core principles and strategies. NDN grantmaking is intended to honor and advance the
self-determination of Indigenous Peoples.

Applicants must meet the following requirements:

1. Align with NDN Collective's mission to build the collective power of Indigenous peoples,
communities, and Nations to exercise our inherent right to self-determination, while

fostering a world that is built on a foundation of justice and equity for all people and the
planet

See: Our Mission

2. Be Indigenous to Turtle Island, what is now known as Canada, Mexico, the United States and
related Island Nations: Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Hawai'i, Boriken (Puerto Rico),
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

NDN Collective defines Indigenous Peoples as ethnic communities whose ancestry
descends from the earliest, original inhabitants of a given region, in contrast to groups
that have settled, occupied, and/or colonized the region more recently. The land on
which we live and the natural resources on which we depend are inextricably linked to
our identities, cultures, livelihoods, as well as our physical and spiritual well-being. The
total estimated population of Indigenous Peoples is approximately 370 million people
worldwide (5% of the global population). We use Indigenous Peoples with an “s” to
recognize the diversity of individuals and groups that identify with the term, which has
been distilled to a singular noun throughout history in an attempt to group our people
together rather than recognize our differences and diversity. This is consistent with the
UN Declaration on The Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

3. Be atleast 18 years of age by the time the Fellowship begins

WHAT IF I'M AN INDIGENOUS PERSON FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY BUT LIVE
IN THE US, MEXICO OR CANADA?

Although it may change at some point in the future, NDN Collective currently only provides
grants to people who are Indigenous TO the US, Canada, Mexico and US Territories.


https://ndncollective.org/our-work/
https://social.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/migrated/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
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WHAT IS THE AGE LIMIT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FELLOWSHIP?

Applicants must be at least 18 years of age by the time the Fellowship begins. The NDN
Changemaker Fellowship encourages and considers applications from Indigenous Peoples of
all adult ages and backgrounds.

CAN | APPLY TO THE FELLOWSHIP IF | OR MY ORGANIZATION IS A CURRENT
GRANTEE OF ANOTHER NDN GRANT OR PROGRAM?

Yes. If you or your organization is a current grant recipient for another NDN grant or program
of the NDN Foundation, NDN Fund, etc. you can still apply to the NDN Changemaker
Fellowship.

IS THE FELLOWSHIP FOR ORGANIZATIONS OR INDIVIDUALS?

The NDN Changemaker Fellowship is for individuals. It is a 2 year fellowship designed to
strengthen the resources, stability and dreaming power of individuals in service to the future
of their communities and Nations.

DO | HAVE TO HAVE A PARTICULAR BACKGROUND TO BE ELIGIBLE?
WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY CHANGEMAKER?

You do not need to have a particular background to be eligible. Applicants are Indigenous
Changemakers over the age of 18 who come from all life experiences and backgrounds who
are working or aspiring to work towards social change: defending their homelands and
rights, developing regenerative Nations, revitalizing their ceremonies, cultures, languages,
ways of life, actively decolonizing and healing their communities and families.

TAX QUESTIONS

IS THIS FELLOWSHIP TAXABLE INCOME?

Fellowship funding is taxable income in Canada, the United States, and Mexico. There are
also tax implications for residents in U.S. territories. All NDN fellows, upon notification of
acceptance, should consult a qualified tax advisor on the implications of receiving the
Fellowship in order to properly plan and manage their finances. We do not control, evaluate,
endorse or guarantee any of the advice provided by an independent tax advisor. Further, we
do not assume any responsibility or liability for the actions, products, services, and content
provided by an independent tax advisor.
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CAN | REDIRECT NDN CHANGEMAKER FELLOWSHIP FUNDS TO MY
ORGANIZATION OR BUSINESS TO AVOID TAX LIABILITY? CAN NDN
CHANGEMAKER FELLOWSHIP FUNDS BE SENT DIRECTLY TO MY
ORGANIZATION OR BUSINESS TO AVOID TAX LIABILITY?

No. NDN Collective's Changemaker Fellowship is meant to support individuals, who in turn
accept responsibility for any tax liability when signing the grant agreement. Grant funds can

be used to offset any tax liability, however, and can also be used to secure tax advice as
referenced above.

BUDGET QUESTIONS

DO | NEED TO SUBMIT A BUDGET WITH MY APPLICATION?

You do not need to submit a budget with your application. Selected recipients of the

Changemaker Fellowship will submit their budget on November 1, 2024, with their NDN
Changemaker Plan.

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

IS THERE A CHARACTER LIMIT FOR ANSWERING THE APPLICATION
QUESTIONS? DO SPACES COUNT IN THE CHARACTER LIMIT?

Each response to the application questions has a 3000 character limit which includes
spaces.

WHAT REGION OF THE CHANGEMAKER FELLOWSHIP SHOULD | APPLY UNDER?

We encourage Changemakers to apply in the region of their Indigenous tribal affiliation. An
exception is if they have lived for a significant time in other territories, and their community
commitment is to the people of their area of residence.

WHAT IS A THEORY OF CHANGE?

A theory of change is a statement that describes WHAT change you envision, HOW you
believe change happens, and WHAT your role is within the process of change. For more
information about Theory of Change, please see the guidance within our Full Application on
our Fluxx system and our Changemaker Fellowship Application Webinar.
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IS THIS AN ACADEMIC FELLOWSHIP?

This is not an academic fellowship. You do not have to ever have been enrolled in any
educational institution to be a great candidate for the Changemaker Fellowship.

IS THIS A PROJECT-BASED FELLOWSHIP?

The Changemaker Fellowship is not a project-based fellowship. You do not need to have a
project that you complete during your Fellowship year. This fellowship is to support your
dreaming, creativity, healing, networking, and skill building efforts, to apply to projects in
the future. You can, however, choose to complete a project within your fellowship year if it
makes sense to your growth as a person.

Fellows from Mexico will use $25,000 USD per year ($50,000 total) of the fellowship funds to
support their community and/or organizational work and projects as part of their Network-
ing and Community Building. If there are any questions about the reasoning for this, please
reach out to us.

DO | HAVE TO GIVE UP MY JOB IF | GET THE FELLOWSHIP?

No. It is up to recipients of the NDN Changemaker Fellowship to decide if they continue or
take time from their current employment. Fellows are encouraged to keep in mind the time
and capacity to fulfill their Changemaker Plans and fellowship experience over the course of
the 2 years including self-care, education and skill building, mentoring and coaching, net-
work and alliance building.

WHO CAN | REACH OUT TO FOR HELP WITH MY APPLICATION?

For technical support with navigating Fluxx portal please contact:
grantsinfo@ndncollective.org



CHANGEMAKER

FELLOWSHIP

GET INTOUCH
WITH US

Technical Support Specialist
grantsinfo@ndncollective.org
NDN Office: (605)-791-3999

Serene Lawrence Helen Aldana
serene@ndncollective.org helen@ndncollective.org
English & French speaking applicants Spanish speaking applicants



